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The data for this report was collected in 2019 through a survey by 
the BC Wine Grape Council. The data compilation and summary 
was completed in February 2021 and comprises acreage up to and 
including 2019 plantings.  We have endeavoured to gather 
information from as many vineyards as possible in B.C. and estimate 
the data comprises 95% of the B.C. wine grape acreage; vineyard 
counts could range +/- 55 and acreage values could range +/- 550 
acres. 

This report is to be used to predict shortages or surpluses of future 
grapes, and as a planning tool for research project funding, 
marketing, and vineyard or winery investments.

Information compiled by George Geldart PAgand Carl Withler , PAg
with reviews and edits provided by staff/members of the BC Wine 
Council and the BC GrapegrowersĦ Association.

This report is available on the websites of the BC Wine Grape Council, 
the BC GrapegrowersĦ Association and Wine Growers British Columbia.
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OVERVIEW - B.C. WINE 
GRAPE ACREAGE

Å There are 11,086 acres (4,486 hectares) of wine 

grapes in B.C.

Å 53.1% Red Grapes / 46.9% White Grapes

Å 97.5% Vinifera / 2.5% Hybrid

Å Top 10 Varieties in order of acres:

Å Merlot

Å Pinot Noir

Å Pinot Gris

Å Chardonnay

Å Cabernet Sauvignon

Å Cabernet Franc

Å Gewürztraminer

Å Riesling

Å Syrah

Å Sauvignon Blanc
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OVERVIEW - B.C. WINE GRAPE ACREAGE
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Å There are 1,049 vineyards in B.C. (both winery and 

independent grower operated), with acreage distributed as 

follows:

Å 86.8% in the Okanagan Valley

Å 5.7% in the SimilkameenValley

Å 3.2% in Vancouver Island and Gulf Islands

Å 2.9% in Other Interior Areas

Å 1.4% in the Fraser Valley

Å 71.3% of wine grape acreage is winery operated with an 

average vineyard size of 14.72 acres.

Å 28.7% of wine grape acreage is independent grower operated 

with an average vineyard size of 6.21 acres.

Å There are 365 licensed wineries in BC, of which we believe 

282 are producing wines with BC grapes.
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TERMS

Note: As background to the reader, in this report, the following terms are defined as:
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ÅA VINEYARD is defined as a land area that is planted to one or more varieties, 

and may belong to Independent Grower(s) or Wineries.

ÅVINIFERA GRAPES are a species of ĨVitisĩ native to the Mediterranean 

region, Central Europe and Southwestern Asia.

ÅHYBRID GRAPES are a cross of at least 2 Vinifera or Vitis varieties.

ÅAn INDEPENDENT GROWER VINEYARDis operated by a single grower or a 

group of growers who do not own or maintain a shareholder position in a 

winery and who sell grapes to wineries either under contract or on the open 

market. 

ÅA WINERY VINEYARD is a vineyard site that is operated by a winery entity 

or a grower that also maintains an ownership or shareholder position in a 

winery. It can be an owned, leased or contracted property. Owners of winery 

operated vineyards can use grapes from these vineyards in the production of 

wine at their own winery and can also sell grapes under contract or on the 

open market to other wineries. 
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